
 

Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park 

 

The Kgalagadi, simply put, is colossal. At nearly 38 000 km2, it is larger than many countries and one of the largest 

National Parks in the world! The park was officially opened on 12 May 2000, and is an amalgamation of South Africa’s 

previous Kalahari Gemsbok National Park and Botswana’s Gemsbok National Park. It was the first “formally declared” 

transfrontier park in Africa. The Nossob riverbed meanders through both countries, symbolic of the natural “oneness” 

of the two parks. The combined conservation areas encompass two of the three Kalahari eco-types. The north-eastern 

part is made up of Kalahari plains thornveld, and the south-western part is comprised of duneveld, with its unique 

semi-desert vegetation. 

 

The area also incorporates salt pans, which play an important role in the grazing and life-cycle of the wildlife. The 

large mammals, especially the predators, are always a major draw card at the Kgalagadi, these include the powerful 

black maned Kalahari lions, sleek cheetah, solitary leopard, majestic gemsbok, massive herds of wildebeest, graceful 

giraffe, hyena, foxes, eland, springbok and many others. In addition to the glorious collection of large mammals, there 

are many smaller animals to discover, such as the mischievous suricates, whistling rats, barking geckos, luminous 

blue headed ground agama and ground squirrels, with their built in shades. Twitchers are not left out either, with the 

thousands of sociable weavers who build colossal thatched apartments; white-backed and lappet-faced vultures, that 

lead you to a kill, acrobatic bateleurs, tiny pygmy falcons and large swooping martial eagles, all grace the skies above 

the park. Place all these wonderful creatures amongst the endless waves of red dunes, dry riverbeds and blue sky, 

framed by majestic shepherd and camel thorn trees, and you have the magic that is the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park! 

 

Attractions and Activities 

 

Conventional self drive game viewing and relaxing around a campfire will always take precedence at a National Park 

(or at a Transfrontier Park such as this). To add to the main attraction however, are other activities which will further 

enrich your visit. Experience the Kgalagadi to the full on a guided sunset drive. Depart at dusk and watch the sunset 

bring the warm Kalahari sands to life, to return to camp under the cover of darkness. The unpolluted skies deliver a 

spectacular display of stars on dark nights and the full moon is also a wonder to behold! Become at one with the 

Kalahari, by going on an early morning walk. See the day softly unfold while a field guide helps you discover the 

uniqueness of this thirsty land. At the Twee Rivierin Information Centre slide shows and videos are shown and visitors 

can make use of an electronic flower field guide. You can also visit the photographic gallery and view images donated 

to us by world-renowned wildlife photographers. Learn more about the fascinating lifestyles of the predators at the 

Nossob Predator Centre as well as the beginning of the park at Twee Rivierin.  

 

For those that own 4x4’s, the park offers many alternatives to the conventional roadways. On the Botswana side there 

are Kaa, Polentswa and Mabuasehube trails. In South African there is a guided four day, three night Nossob 4x4 Eco-

trail, departing from either Twee Rivierin or Nossob (depending on the month) every Monday year round (except on 

Christmas and New Years’ day). There is also the Leewdril 4x4 trail (13.2km), a self drive, one way trail accessible 

and bookable from Twee Rivierin.  All bookings must be made in advance at your camp’s reception, where more 

information on the times and availability of your chosen activity can be obtained. 

 

On the South African side of this unique semi-arid Kalahari wonderland are three recently upgraded traditional camps 

and six truly unique wilderness camps. In addition, there is also an exclusive lodge owned by the Khomani San (local 

community). 

 

Twee Rivierin (Traditional Camp) 

Twee Rivierin is the administrative centre and biggest rest camp. It is at the most southerly point of the park and just 

inside the maini gate to the South African side. All visitors need to check in at Twee Rivierin Reception, regardless of 

where you are staying at the camp or not. The camp consists of 31 one air-conditioned chalets of various sizes. There 

are 30 camping and caravan sites – 24 with electrical points and 6 without. There is an information centre, a 

restaurant (the only one in the Kgalagadi) and a shop, which stock basic foodstuff, as well as souvenirs and books. 

The swimming pool is for residents only. Both diesel and petrol are available at the garage. This is the only camp with 

24 hours electricity and cell phone reception. 



 

Mata Mata (Traditional Camp) 

The Mata Mata camp is on the Namibian border and is being given a major face lift. The older chalets have been 

upgraded; the prefabs removed and 8 exquisite brand new thatched chalets are being built. The new chalets all 

overlook the dry river bed and let visitors feel more at one with nature. The border post to Namibia was opened in 

October 2007 and makes travelling to other parks within southern Africa much more convenient. This is the smallest of 

the traditional camps with fuel and a shop available. Night drives and guided day walks can also be arranged from 

there. 

 

Nossob (Traditional Camp) 

Nossob is centrally situated and the chalets have been redecorated and revamped. It is also the best positioned 

departure point from which to explore the vast Botswana side of the park. Facilities include chalets, camping and a 

predator information centre. Guided day walks and night drives can also be arranged here. There is a shop and fuel is 

also available. 

 

Urikaruus (Wilderness Camp) 

Without moving from your camp you may be privileged to witness herds of wildebeest, springbok, giraffe, lion or even 

cheetah. Surrounded by camel thorn trees, this lofted camp overlooks a very active waterhole in the river bed. The 

trees attract thousands of birds like sand grouse, finches, doves and falcons to name a few. Urikaruus is situated on 

the bank of the Auob River between Twee Rivierin and Mata Mata camps. 

 

Kieliekrankie (Wilderness Camp) 

Kieliekrankie is perched on one of the highest dunes in the Kalahari with seemingly infinite views over the surrounding 

dunes. The unfenced camp is the perfect place to enjoy sundowners whilst absorbing the feeling of the immense 

space all around you. The area consists of dune vegetation with few trees and the units overlook a waterhole. 

 

Kalahari Tented Camp (Wilderness Camp) 

Kalahari Tented Camp is conveniently close to Mata Mata and the recently opened Namibian border post. With 15 

units it is by far the largest of the wilderness camps. Sightings of giraffe are usually made in the vicinity. There is a 

swimming pool surrounded by an elegant wooden tanning deck, to cool down in. The spacious stilted canvas tents are 

elegantly decorated and look out on a waterhole in the ancient Auob River. Guided morning walks, as well as guided 

morning and sunset drives can be arranged from here. 

 

Bitter Pan (Wilderness Camp) 

Bitterpan is accessible only to four wheel drive vehicles (no trailers) and links the two rivers of Aubo and Nossob. The 

route may only be travelled in a one-way direction from Nossob to Mata Mata. The area overlooks a huge pan but has 

few trees. The camp is small and exclusive, and is surrounded only by the silence of the great Kalahari. It has four 

two-bed units with their own bathrooms. The communal kitchen and braai area makes this a very popular site for 4x4 

groups. 

 

Gharagab (Wilderness Camp) 

Gharagab is only accessible to 4x4 vehicles and the one-way sand track is turned into from the main road, 20 

kilometres from Grootkolk. Situated in the north of the park close to Union’s End, this camp will give visitors the 

chance to experience this beautiful tree and grass savannah veld of the Kalahari. The units are made from a 

combination of wood, can and canvas, and like the other wilderness camp, are well equipped. The water here is very 

salty, even too salty for cooking, so remember to bring your own. 

 

Grootkolk (Wilderness Camp) 

The remote northern parts of the Kgalagadi are a favourite haunt for the unique black maned Kalahari lion. And only 

20 kilometres from Union’s end and close to the Namibian border is Grootkolk Wilderness Camp, the most northerly 

situated camp. Although it is in a remote location this small and exclusive camp is still accessible to two-wheel drive 

vehicles. The camp is unfenced; bring the veld right to your door. There is a trained and armed ranger to help protect 

you from wild predators. A waterhole which attracts wildlife is visible from the camp when lit up at night and add to the 

magical atmosphere of the vast open plains. 



 

 

!Xaus Lodge (Private Lodge) 

!Xaus Lodge is run by a private concessionaire on the !Ae!Hai Kalahari Heritage land returned to the Khomani San 

and Mier communities. It is the only fully catered luxury lodge to be located in the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. It is a 

24-bed thatched luxury lodge that blends into the landscape of this remote wilderness area. Situated on the red dunes 

of the Kalahari it overlooks an enormous salt pan where, from the privacy of your chalet’s deck, you can observe the 

animals drinking at the waterhole below. 

 

How to get there 

Access to the park can be gained through five gates in three different countries! From South Africa access is through 

the Twee Riverin gate; from Namibia through the Mata Mata gate and from Botswaha through the Two Rivers, 

Mabuasehube and Kaa gates. Passports are required for entry, unless departure is planned through a different gate 

into another country. Directions from central Gauteng: The Kgalagadi Transfrontier National Park is situated 

approximately 250 kilometres from Upington in the far northern Cape and 904 kilometres from Johannesburg. Visitors 

driving from Johannesbrug have a choice of two routes – either via Upington (255km tarred road) or via Kuruman, 

Hotazel and Van Zyls Rus (approximately 340km gravel road). Upington airport is the nearest airport to the park and 

has car hiring facilities. All guests intending to travel to Twee Rivierin via Van Zyls Rus, must note that the gravel 

sections are badly corrugated and travelling at high speed is not advised. Guests travelling via Upington / Askham will 

be doing to on a tarred road that is in a good condition. Other travelling distances to the park are as follows: 

Upington to Twee Rivieren   265km 

Kuruman to Twee Rivieren   383km 

Kimberley to Twee Rivieren   621km 

Cape Town to Twee Rivieren   1 076km 

Johannesburg to Twee Rivieren   1 090km 

Durban to Twee Rivieren   1 463km 

Mata-Mata to Keetmanshoop   280km 

Kaa gate to Maun    797km 

Mabuasehube gate to Gaborone  533km 

Mabuasehube gate to Maun   787km 

Mabuasehube gate to Tsabong   115km 

Two Rivers to Gaborone  810km 

Two Rivers to Tsabong   310km 

 

Gate Hours 

January to February 06h00 – 19h30 

March 06h30 – 19h00 

April 07h00 – 18h30 

May 07h00 – 18h00 

June and July 07h30 – 18h00 

August 07h00 – 18h30 

September 06h30 – 18h30 

October 06h00 – 19h00 

November and December 05h30 – 19h30 

 

http://www.mydestination.com/johannesburg


 

Rates 

KGALAGADI TRANSFRONTIER PARK 

Tariffs from 1 November 2012 to 31 October 2013 

DAILY CONSERVATION FEE 

Members of SANParks’ loyalty programme WILD do not pay conservation fees provided that proof of Identity and their 

WILD card are shown on arrival 

South African Citizens and Residents (with ID)                      R50 per adult / R25 per child, per day 

SADC Nationals (with passport)                                           R102 per adult / R51 per child, per day 

Standard Conservation Fee                                                 R204 per adult / R102 per child, per day 

Accommodation type 

No. 

of 

units 

Base 

Rate 

Base 

Guests 
Beds 

Add. 

Adult 

Add. 

Child 

MATA MATA REST CAMP 

Campsite CK6P 

(with powerpoint) 
20 R195 1 - 2 6 people per site R62 R31 

Chalet CH2 3 R665 1 - 2 2 single beds R186 R93 

Family Chalet FCH6 2 R1125 1 - 4 6 single beds R186 R93 

River Front Chalet RF2 4 R1210 1 - 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

River Front Chalet RF4 3 R1850 1 - 4 4 single beds N/A N/A 

River Front Chalet RF4Z              

(units accessible to the mobility challenged) 
1 R1850 1 - 4 4 single beds N/A N/A 

NOSSOB REST CAMP 

Campsite CK6P 

(with powerpoint) 
20 R195 1 - 2 6 people per site R62 R31 

Chalet CH2 7 R680 1 - 2 2 single beds R186 R93 

Chalet CH3 1 R680 1 - 2 3 single beds R186 R93 

Chalet CH3Z 

(units accessible to the mobility challenged) 
2 R680 1 - 2 3 single beds R186 R93 



 

Chalet CH4 4 R680 1 - 2 
2 single beds and  

1 bunk bed 
R186 R93 

Chalet CH6 1 R680 1 - 2 6 single beds R186 R93 

Guest House GH4 1 R1380 1 – 4 4 single beds R314 R157 

Guest House GH2/4 

(2 beds in lounge) 
1 R1380 1 – 4 4 single beds R314 R157 

Family Cottage FA6 1 R1125 1 – 4 6 single beds R186 R93 

TWEE RIVIEREN REST CAMP 

Campsite CK6P 

(with powerpoint) 
24 R195 1 - 2 6 people per site R62 R31 

Campsite CK6 

(no power) 
6 R170 1 - 2 6 people per site R62 R31 

Cottage FA2Z 

(units accessible to the mobility challenged) 
2 R890 1 - 2 2 single beds R186 R93 

Family Cottage FA2/4A 

(revamped and upgraded) 
21 R890 1 - 2 4 single beds R186 R93 

Accommodation type 

No. 

of 

units 

Base 

Rate 

Base 

Guests 
Beds 

Add. 

Adult 

Add. 

Child 

Family Cottage FA2/4ZA 

(revamped and upgraded)(units accessible 

to the mobility challenged) 

1 R890 1 - 2 4 single beds R186 R93 

Family Cottage FA4 6 R775 1 - 2 
2 single beds and 1 

double sleeper couch 
R186 R93 

Family Chalet FCH6 1 R1125 1 - 4 6 single beds R186 R93 

KALAHARI TENT CAMP 

Desert Tent DT2 7 R1160 1 – 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 



 

Desert Tent DT2Z / DTZ2 

(units accessible to the mobility challenged) 
2 R1160 1 – 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

Family Desert Tent FDT4 4 R1160 1 - 2 
2 single beds and  

1 bunk bed 
R186 R93 

Honeymoon Desert Tent HMT2 1 R1315 1 - 2 1 double bed N/A N/A 

BITTERPAN WILDERNESS CAMP (4x4 access only) 

Reed Cabin RC2 3 R1025 1 – 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

Reed Cabin RCZ2 

(unit accessible to the mobility challenged) 
1 R1025 1 – 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

GROOTKOLK WILDERNESS CAMP 

Desert Cabin SC2 4 R1135 1 - 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

GHARAGAB WILDERNESS CAMP (4x4 access only) 

Log Cabin LC2 4 R1045 1 - 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

KIELIEKRANKIE WILDERNESS CAMP 

Dune Cabin DC2 3 R1135 1 - 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

Dune Cabin DC2Z 

(unit accessible to the mobility challenged) 
1 R1135 1 - 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

URIKARUUS WILDERNESS CAMP 

Riverside Cabin RC2 4 R1135 1 - 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

 

Important Information 

SANParks have implemented a 1% Community Levy on all reservations (overnight and activity products) arriving on or 
after 1 June 2012. This will be used to fund projects that support surrounding communities in bettering their livelihoods 
All accommodation, ablution and kitchen facilities are serviced by cleaning staff on a daily basis unless specifically 
indicated otherwise 
Most parks and rest-camps have retail facilities and restaurants.  Rates do not include meals unless specifically 
indicated otherwise 
Vehicle fuel is available in all parks (or is available on the park periphery) and in the main rest camps in Kruger and 
Kgalagadi 
Currently bedding is supplied in all accommodation 
Cooking utensils and refrigeration are provided in most accommodation units.  Exceptions will be indicated while 
booking 
Additional Person Supplements are applicable to those units where number of beds exceeds the base occupancy, if 
these beds are occupied 
Adult rates apply to persons 12 years and older 



 

Child rates apply to persons aged 2-11 years, infants under 2 years Gratis 
All Prices VAT inclusive 
All Rates quoted are in South African Rand.  Rates are subject to alteration without advance notice. 
No animals may be brought into a National Park 
TBC – To be confirmed N/A – Not applicable 
 
 
 
 

 


